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COMMUNITY - THE VISION
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Why does the vision of community keep me excited? why do 1
continuve to use a word which is stretched, abused and worn?

The vision of community is really the vision of the Kingdom of
God. It's the nearest I get to a picture of what life under
God ought to be. Community is a quality of life springing

from a one-ness in Christ and a fragrance arising from deep
fellowship: it's a togetherness coming from serving one another,
accepting one another and facing a hostile world together.

Of course every gathering of Christians possesses community to
some degree. On the other hand no group has it perfectly.

So every time we call ourselves 'a community' we claim more
than we are. It's the danger of being the Westgate Baptist
Community. It’s the danger of having any sort of rhetoric
which sowunds better from the pulpit than it looks in the lives
of the members. : : :

But if we remember that 'community' is something we aspire to,
a goal, like the full reign of God in our lives, we can avoid
the danger. As long as we say 'This is the vision, though of
course we don't achieve it fully', we don't become hypocrites.
It only becomes a danger if we talk all the time about the
vision and newver move towards it.

THE VISION

Here I want to outline the vision a bit. wWhat do we mean when
we talk about community here at Westgate? what are the things
we aspire to here in Footscray? Don't worry about the shape
community takes in other places just for the moment. What
would we like to see and experience right here and now?

let me take things in three dimensions, our relationships to
God, to each other, and to the world at large.

1. Relationship to God

The vision of community means that worship is a together
thing. We are gathered to offer praise and obedience as

a group. I agree with Graeme Garxrett when he says that

we need to work hard at worship in our Baptist tradition.

He suggests that we need to move in the following directions:
from aimlessness to genuine liturgy, from monologue to


















