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Preamble

The Micah Network is a coalition of evangelical churches and
agencies from around the world committed to integral mission.

About Micah - "~ Convened by this network;, 140 leaders of Christian organisations
*History involved with the poor from 50 countries met in Oxford in
*Inteeral Mission September 2001 to listen to God and each other for mutual
#Declaration lefa:}r:ing, er(njcourafggmsnt and sttrlfngthening as we serve the cause
® Co-ordination of the kingdom of God among the poo

* Contact Us Our meeting coincided with the aftermath of the terrorist attack
¢Document Store on the World Trade Centre in New York and the Pentagon in

Washington DC. We express our abhorrence at this atrocity. God
grieves for the more than 7,000 people who died and the many
thousands who have been sadly affected. At the same time we
recognise that many more thousands die unnecessarily each day,
especially in the poor countries of the world, because of the evil
alliance of injustice and apathy. God also grieves over these
deaths. We want to call the attention of the church and the world
to this daily outrage against human beings made in the image of
the Creator.

We recognise too the symbolic meaning of this act of terrorism. In
his day Jesus interpreted the butchery of Pilate against the
Galileans as an opportunity to repent. Could it be that this act
against the symbols of Western economic and military power is a
call to repentance?

As we gathered, we heard of the devastating effects that
globalisation is having on poor communities around the world.
We recognise the importance of the market for a healthy
economy, but we reject giving the market ultimate status,
allowing consumer goods to define personal identity and leaving
the plight of the poor to market forces. We name this as idolatry.
Although globalisation is contributing to the creation of more
open societies, on the whole it means the massive exclusion of the
poor. Perhaps the most critical social task for the church in our
generation is to offer a compelling alternative to the unjust
imbalances in the world economic order and the values of its
consumer culture. God is calling us to build global twin towers of
justice and peace. We need to create a coalition of compassion.

During our time together, we have been deeply moved by the
heart cry of those who suffer as well as by the astounding
possibilities of change through Jesus’ compassion. We have heard
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