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The crucial process of

community development:
‘To bring back life in all its completeness’

FROM TIME TO TIME WE SEE glimpses of possibilities and
we hear what singer Bruce Cockburn would call ‘ru-
mours of glory’. But, as far as I know, there are no
contemporary examples of perfect community societies.
Nowadays, societies are only communities to a very
limited degree. And our societies will only become
communities to the degree we can manage to decon-
struct them and reconstruct them, bit by bit, through
a painstaking process of social transformation we know
as ‘community development’, |

% THE CONVENTIONAL DEFINITION OF

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

‘Organised for the people, by the people

themselves’ |
According to the Australian government, community
development ‘asks people to look towards areas which
might bring improvement in lifestyle — whether that
improvement be in the machinery of the government,
the problems of. . . groups, or the lack of facilities in

163

164/The crucial process of community. . .

urban areas. . . [It] covers an area as wide and diverse
as the community jwself and, fundamentally, it is in-
volved in the problems of the people. It is a complicated
process whose aim is to give people an opportunity to
solve these problems. Community development de-

pends greatly on the ability of the people to work

together ‘towards breaking down existing barriers and -

works best in.an atmosphere of mutual. . . encourage-
ment.?

The Queensland Council of Social Services says that
community development is ‘a process of responsible and
deliberate activity designed to encourage people in the
community to come together to say what their needs
and interests are and to promote these needs and inter-
ests. . . 1n a particular area’?

The Queensland Council of Social Services says that
‘community development’ is imperative: ‘It is our con-
tention that state funds should not be diverted from the
broad spectrum of [remedial] services, [such as] statutory
child care or mental health services but, with federal aid,
community development programs should be imple-
mented.”?

Fred Milson explains that though the process ought
to be supported by the government, community devel-
opment ought to be organised for the people by the
people themselves:

It is a process where attempts are made to mobilise the
total resources of the community for the protection,
support and enrichment of [people] and groups [that
are] part of the whole. From this single aim may
spring various activities, including the spread of infor-
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mation about existing provisions, the integration of social
services and the inauguration of ad hoc committees and
associations, acts of personal service and political action.

Wherever there is a choice, self-help will be preferred
to outside help. The criterion applied to all these efforts
will be how far they [realise] the possibilities of the
community’s self-determination. They will be judged
to have succeeded or failed by the practical demon-
stration in all feasible areas. . . that the community
should define its own needs and organise [its own]
resources to satisfy them. . ¢

Rabindrinath Tagore envisages community develop-
ment as a process that involves a total multi-dimensional
renewal of society in terms of community:

to bring back life in all its completeness,
making people self-reliant and self-respectful,
acquainted with their cultural traditions
and competent;

to make an efficient use of {their] resources
for the fullest development of
their physical, intellectual,
social and economic conditions.$

* THE PHILOSOPHICAL FOUNDATION

OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT:

To know as we are known’
Community development has a philosophical founda-
tion. According to Henry Bugbee, ‘Philosophy s
learning to leave things be. . . By "leaving things be",
he says, ‘I do not mean inaction; I mean being still in
the presence of things, respecting things, letting them
speak.’










